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I am a Leeds based artist working with artworks, 
collaboration and exhibition making. Through processes 
of  redirection and removal my practice draws on the 
connections between person, object and place. These 
ideas materialise in works and constructed environments 
which reference themselves and the spaces they inhabit. 



‘De-But’, 2019 

De-But  is the product of  the collaborative 
project,  How to be a Dyslexic Artist & Other 
Stories;  which developed over a series of  
conversations  and costume fabrication workshops, 
reflected on the experiences of  adult dyslexics.  
  
A number of  shared exper iences became 
apparent throughout the process, but most significant 
for this work were ideas of  shame and social masking 
common amongst the group;  that  speak to  a much 
b r o a d e r m i n d s e t o f  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  T h e 
project  continually held notions of  clothing and 
costume  at its centre, considering the creation of  an 
alternative persona and performance.  In response to 
this  each participant was invited to contribute their 
favourite item of  clothing to the pin-board.



Remembering Mabgate Town Hall  

Remembering Mabgate Town Hall was a group exhibition that I co-curated 
and exhibited in, in March 2019. The studio and project space, 
formerly Enjoy and Lady Beck, running for 9 years prior closed for 
redevelopment, a familiar sight as the redevelopment of  Leeds city 
centre continues to grow. The exhibition sought to establish the legacy 
of  the invented Mabgate Town Hall at the point of  its destruction in a 
one night exhibition. Drawing on the history of  site as a space for 
creative activity the artists expressed a nostalgia for something that 
never happened. 

To see documentation of  Remembering Mabgate Town Hall please see:  
https://www.olliegetley.com/remembering-mabgate-town-hall

‘Dropping Magnets Into A Bucket II’, 2019 

I am interested in the material and conceptual transformative potential 
of  actions. In this work the act of  dropping becomes a kind of  absurd 
gesture when paired with the pre-existing force connecting the magnet 
and the metal bucket. Dropping the magnet sets this force in motion, 
contact is inevitable. This work reveals the pathos in repetition and 
the optimism of  the undying attempt, and makes considerations 
of  a material destiny; an endless hitting and ending. 

To listen please see: 
https://soundcloud.com/ollie_getley/dropping-magnets-into-a-bucket-ii
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‘Within These Walls’, 2019 

To watch ‘Within These Walls’ in motion please see:  
https://www.olliegetley.com/within-these-walls 

Gradually increasing and then falling in intensity the oncoming plane is not heard but felt by the 
rubbing of  glass on glass. The removal of  an audible pitch from the recording results in it being 
reduced to a movement, in this the sound is used as a device to sculpt space. This work draws 
attention to material and space in a way that probes at recurrent forces and histories of  the domestic 
setting. The effect of  which is a material trauma that evokes an immaterial sensation.

In-Habit 

In-Habit was a collaborative exhibition and 
investigative project that occupied the home 
of  David and Alex in Leeds, responding to a 
series of  visits, conversations and reflections 
that developed over a period of  10 months. 

For more of  In-Habit please see:  
https://www.olliegetley.com/in-habit
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